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Don’t forget this year’s 

raffle! 

See Page 7 for details. 

September and October 

Are dues renewal months! 

You can also pay them online at:  
http://www.hcra.org/membership-payment/ 

Or at any meeting.    

Earth–Moon–Earth communication 

(EME)  

(also known as moon bounce ) 

 

Presented by: Fred Stefanik N1DPM 

Here's what he'll cover: 

EME - Earth Moon Earth communications for the everyday 

ham. He will talk about how to do it without the need for super 

large or expensive antenna arrays. He will also cover what it 

takes to make EME contacts, what he currently has for a sta-

tion, and what he has been able to work with it.  

 
For directions to The Holyoke Medical Center Auxiliary Conference Center: 

http://www.hcra.org/meeting-location/ 

Your HCRA membership dues are due during the months of September and October. 

  Your dues help to pay for various club sponsored activities such as:                            

Amateur Radio classes, VE Sessions, Field Day, Speaker’s expenses, and the Holiday 

Party. It also allows us to make donations to the Holyoke Hospital, and Agawam Parks 

and Recreation for use of their facilities for our meetings and Field Day. 

You can use the form on page #9, bring it to a meeting, or mail along with a check for 

$15.00 to: 

HCRA, P.O. Box 562, Agawam, Ma 01001-0562 

http://www.hcra.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/HampdenCountyRA/
http://www.hcra.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/118072685060826/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/118072685060826/
http://www.hcra.org/membership-payment/
http://www.hcra.org/meeting-location/
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During the 4th weekend of June in 2015, HCRA returned to Agawam’s School Street Park for the American Radio Relay 

league’s 2015 Field Day. For some, field day is considered to be one of the major events in Amateur Radio here in North 

America. It’s a perfect way to show the general public one of the many aspects of amateur radio. It’s also a great to show 

those in the area that we’re an active club and it shows other amateur radio operators how impressive our club and its 

members are through our setup and contacts.  

This would be our third year returning to School Street Park. There have been many improvements with the park and it’s 

more beautiful than ever. The town of Agawam and its parks and rec department have done an impressive job and we’re 

thankful to have such an excellent place to use. They have been very accommodating and couldn’t ask for anything bet-

ter.  

Due the excellent planning of 

HCRA’s field day in past 

years at the park, we’ve decid-

ed to stick with what works for 

the 2015 field day. We’ve 

used the same station and an-

tenna layout as last year. In 

years past, HCRA was bor-

rowing a 2 element 40m beam 

and an AB-577 tower from 

fellow members. This year we 

wanted to be self-reliant so we 

went looking for a beam and 

tower. We’ve came across a 2 

element 40m beam that almost 

matches the one we currently 

own and thanks to the Mount 

Tom Amateur Repeater Association (MTARA), we’ve managed to acquire an AB-577 in excellent condition. We also 

got to use our new Cycle 24 TX-38 antennas that we’ve acquired from the World Radiosport Team Championship 

(WRTC) in 2014 for the first time.  

On Friday, June 26th, many HCRA and MTARA members met at School Street Park for setup 

as allowed per the ARRL rules. Thankfully the weather was decent for setup. Since we have 

new antennas that have a lot more parts than the tri-banders we’ve used in years past, we want-

ed to be more careful to make sure they were correctly assembled. By midafternoon, we’ve had 

3 of the 4 antennas ready to go. The newly acquired 40m needed some on site repairs but thank-

fully we were able to make it work before quitting time around 5pm. 

The weather for Saturday wasn’t looking great but that didn’t stop us 

from operating. By 2:00pm all the antennas and stations were ready to make some contacts. 

We’ve planned for a 6A setup. We had 2 CW stations using 80m, 40m, 20m and 15m. We had a 

station setup for 75m and 15m SSB and we had dedicated stations setup for 20m SSB, 40m SSB 

and 160m SSB/CW. People from all around the area and even from around the country came to 

our field day to check things out and even do some operating.  

Around 5pm on Saturday we held a VE Exam in recently completed band shell. From that session we have two new 

hams and a few upgrades. Thankfully the weather held out but soon as the session ended, it started to rain and it didn’t let 

up. 

 

Saturday night into Sunday morning proved to be difficult. The rain was coming down and the wind made for some terri-

ble operating conditions for those who were in tents but we still kept going on. The rain wasn’t going to stop our opera-

tion. Sunday was nothing but stop and go rain that kept attendance very low. We had to pack up one of the CW stations 

in the morning due to potential damage from the weather.  

FIELD DAY 2015 

Jeffery Bail    NT1K 

Frandy’s N1FJ 20m Solar 

N1FJ 

Jim KK1W Operating 40m 
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Airborne photo of School Street Park from James Germana’s airplane. 

Field Day site is to the left of the baseball diamond where the vehicles are parked. 

KB1KKW/N1FDC 

We were on the air as a club for the entire 24 hours we were allowed as defined by the rules. Even though the rain tried to get 

in the way, we’ve kept on going and did some impressive work. All the antennas and towers came down with ease and we 

were out of the park around 4pm.  

Overall it was a good time, we’ve had a couple guest operators who found us on the ARRL.org Field Day website that came 

from the west coast. We had approximately 30 operators on the air making around 3,153 contacts!! Along with the additional 

points and multipliers, we’ve claimed 8,634 points. Not bad considering the weather.  

For more details about our layout, station captains and other information, please check out our 2015 Field Day page on 

HCRA.org. 

 

http://www.hcra.org/field-day/field-day-2015/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Matt W1MSW Having a great time Dave  W1NE & Steve  W3SM 

Steve W3SM Operating 40m 

N1FJ N1FJ 

N1FJ 
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FROM THE SHACK 

 

I would like to welcome you back to another season of HCRA. For those who are not aware, some changes have taken place 

with the board of directors. During the last season, Our president Ed LaCombe (KB1NWH), Treasurer Dave Cain (AA1YW) 

and our membership director Rich Wheeler (N1KXR) decided that they were not going to seek re-election. I would like to 

spend a moment to thank these members for stepping up to help not only the club, but for helping out with promoting Amateur 

Radio within the valley and beyond. They’ve done great work, they are still doing great work, and big thanks to those and 

the others who also previously served on the board.   

However these departures left a void that needed to be filled with people who were eager to not only keep HCRA running but to 

move it into the future as well. Ed has asked myself to run for president in which I accepted and Jurgen Malner (NV1Q) and 

John Plaster (K1VOI) has stepped  up to the plate and ran for Treasurer and Membership. Our Vice President Eric LaCombe 

(W1MOR) wished to stay on the board but wish to take over the At-Large position that I was currently serving.so the VP slot 

was open. During the June elections, The president, treasurer, membership and At-large positions were filled. During the sum-

mer Harold Woering (N1FTP) stepped up for the vice president position which we gladly accepted.  

Here are your 2015/2016 HCRA Board Of Directors: 

President - Jeffrey Bail (NT1K) 

Vice President - Harold Woering (N1FTP)* 

Secretary - Dave Fant (WM1B) 

Treasurer - Juergen Malner (NV1Q) 

Membership - John Plaster (K1VOI) 

Program - Larry Krainson (W1AST) 

At-Large - Eric LaCombe (W1MOR) 

ZB Editor - Gary Fields (WA1MOW) 

Technical - Bob Meneguzzo (K1YO) 

 

I think we have an excellent group of people that care very much about their club. We are already hard at work to make the club 

and its meetings more interesting.  

Some of you may wonder what my intentions as president are.  I would like to keep the club on the same track but I also think 

there is need for some improvement. Our club already has a decent amount of members but like always, we could use more. I 

would like to see our membership grow to include new faces and maybe some known faces from years past. Did you know 

there is well over 800 licensed  amateur radio operators in Hampden County alone? There are also many who are interested in 

amateur radio but don’t know where to go. Your HCRA board of directors is currently looking at ways to attract these people to 

amateur radio as well as to our club.  

Personally I feel that we should also be interactive with other clubs in the area. Obviously I am still a greenhorn compared to 

most of the membership but I often heard and read many wonderful stories of the events and things that went on in the past. 

Some of these stories made me wish I could be there to witness it. But let’s face it, times have changed and so has the hobby. 

Even though it’s great to reflect in the past, It’s not so great to live in it. Membership and meeting attendance has dropped quite 

a bit throughout the entire country. Everyone has their opinions as to why and it has been spoken about many times but we must 

face that amateur radio is not popular as it once was. It’s more important than ever for area clubs to help each other out.  

One of the ways to help amateur radio grow in the area is to let the general public know what amateur radio is about and that 

these groups and clubs exist right here in your back yard. You should tell your friends and if they are interested, bring them 

along to HCRA meetings. Let them meet other members and hopefully it generate mores interest. The HCRA board of directors 

is planning to hold multiple classes throughout the year as well as providing new hams with local information so they can’t 

walk away from their exam session with more than just a new license. I would like those people to know that these clubs exist 

and that we’re here to help share their interests.  

Please stay tuned to future editions of Zerobeat and thank you for being a member! 

 

Jeffrey Bail - NT1K 

HCRA President.  

 



 

Club meetings & VE sessions 
1st Friday of the month 7:30 PM, HCRA Club Meeting, Ho-
lyoke Hospital Auxiliary Conference Center, 575 Beech St. 
Holyoke MA 01040 (no meetings held in July or August.) 
http://www.hcra.org/meeting-location/ 

3rd Friday of the month 7:30 PM, MTARA Club meeting, 
Red Cross building, 150 Brookdale Dr. Springfield, Mass. 
(no meetings held  in July or August) 

4th Friday of the month 6:00 PM, Technician, General, and 
Extra Class License Exams, Holyoke Hospital Auxiliary Con-
ference Center,  575 Beech Street, Holyoke, Mass. Hosted 
by the Western Mass VE Team (WMVET). Contact:  David 
Cote,  w1fab@arrl.net 

Third Monday of the month 7:00 PM, Franklin County Am-
ateur Radio Club meeting, Greenfield High School (no 
meetings held in July or August)  http://www.fcarc.org/ 

4th Monday of February, May, August, November 7:00 
PM, FCARC VE Exams, Unitarian Church, Main Street, 
Northfield http://www.fcarc.org/ 

Join the ARRL or renew your membership! 
ARRL members enjoy: 

  QST Magazine 

  Members-Only Web Services 

  Technical Information Service  

  Member Discounts 

  Outgoing QSL Service 

  Continuing Education  

  ARRL as an Advocate 

  Regulatory Information Branch 

  Public Relations for Amateur Radio 

  ARRL Field Organization 

  ARRL-sponsored contests 

  Operating Awards 

  Local Clubs  

  Amateur Radio Emergency Service 

  Hamfests and Conventions 

  Volunteer Examiner Coordinator Program 

http://www.arrl.org/membership 

HCRA contact list 

President,  Jeff Bail  NT1K 

 nt1k@nt1k.com                                                                          
Vice-President,  Harold Woering  N1FTP 

                     n1ftp@yahoo.com 

Treasurer,  Juergen Mainer 

                     jumainer@gmail.com 

Secretary, Dave Fant  WM1B 

                   wm1b@arrl.net 

At Large,  Eric LaCombe W1MOR  

 w1mor@comcast.net 

Newsletter, Gary Fields   WA1MOW  

 wa1mow@arrl.net 

Programs, Larry Krainson  W1AST   

 wb1dby@comcast.net 

Membership, John Plaster 

                    k1voi_jp@charter.net 

Technical,  Bob Meneguzzo K1YO  
 k1yo@comcast.net 

Skywarn Liaison, Eric Tuller N1QKO   

                     et-n1qko@juno.com 

VE Session Liaison, Dave Cote W1FAB  

 w1fab@arrl.net 
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Local happenings 

Sundays: 0845: Western Mass Emergency Net 146.94, PL 127.3 - 
W1TOM/R 

First Monday: Southwick Regional RACES Drill, 1845, 146.49 Sim-
plex 

Mondays: 1930: HCRA 10m Net 28.375  

Tuesdays: 1930-2000: 146.94, PL 127.3 - W1TOM/R - Hampshire 
County Emergency Net 

Wednesdays: 1930: MTARA Info net 146.94, PL 127.3 - W1TOM/R 
- includes NTS Net 

2000: MTARA Swap net: 146.94, PL 127.3 - W1TOM/R 

2000: MTARA Simplex Net - starts on 146.94 - PL 127.3, then goes 
to 146.42 direct (simplex) Usually starts immediately following the 
swap net. 

Thursdays: 2100: Weather Net (Roger, K1PAI Net Control), 1st 
Thursday of every month: 147.090 MHz, All other Thursdays: 
147.000, PL 127.3 - W1TOM/R 
 

Fridays: 1200: BB’s (Brown Baggers Luncheon)  
 Munich House 
13 Center Street 
Chicopee, MA 01013 

http://www.hcra.org/meeting-location/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/American+Red+Cross/@42.1456507,-72.5285402,17z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0000000000000000:0x35ad217
http://www.fcarc.org
http://www.fcarc.org
http://www.arrl.org/membership
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DOTS & DASHES:     Things I can’t think where to put, but are interesting. 

Interesting  Ham Radio Web Sites: 

Have you ever wondered how to work an Amateur Radio Satellite? Here is a website that will tell everything 

you wanted to know. From equipment, when and how to find the satellites, and what to listen for, and even 

how to contact the International Space Station! 

Work FM Amateur Radio Satellites  

Contesting: 

Sept   5 Colorado QSO Party   www.ppraa.org/coqp    CW, Dig 

Sept 12 Arkansas QSO Party   www.arkqsoparty.com    CW, Ph 

 Ohio State Parks on the Air  www.ospota.org     Phone 

 ARRL September VHF Contest  www.arrl.org/september-vhf   CW, Ph, Dig 

Sept 13 North American CW Sprint  www.ncjweb.com/sprint-rules.pdf   CW 

Sept 19 South Carolina QSO Party   www.scqso.com     CW, Ph, Dig 

 QRP Afield    www.newenglandqrp.org/afield   CW 

Sept 20 North American RTTY Sprint  www.ncjweb.com/sprint-rules.pdf   Dig 

Sept 26 CQ Worldwide RTTY DX Contest  www.cq-amateur-radio.com   Dig 

 Texas  QSO Party   www.txqp.net     CW, Ph, Dig 

AREA SWAPFESTS: 

Sept   5  Vintage Radio Museum Swap Meet  www.vrcmct.org   Windsor, Ct 

Sept  13     Saratoga County R.A.C.E.S. Assoc.  www.k2dll.net        Ballston Spa, NY  

  Western Connecticut Ham Fest  www.cararadioclub.org  Newtown, Ct 

Sept  19  Rhode Island Amateur FM Repeater www.qsl.net/riafmrs/Auction.html Hope Valley, RI 

  East Greenbush ARA Hamfest  www.w2egb.org   Rensselear, NY 

Sept  20  Flea at MIT    www.swapfest.us   Cambridge, Ma 

Sept  26  New England Antique Radio Swap  www.nearc.net   Brookline, NH 

Oct  16/17 Near Fest    www.near-fest.org  Deerfield, NH 

  

Interesting Article: 

Found an interesting article the other day, while reading eham.net  “Put the “WOW” back in Ham Radio!”  

“What we need to do is embrace the changing technology and learn to use it. RETURN THE WOW FACTOR to the hobby. 

Here's a shocker for some of you. Ham Radio is COOL AND HAS A HUGE WOW FACTOR. We do really cool stuff with cool 

radios, I mean really how many hobbies let you talk to the International Space Station, Bounce signals off the moon to work 

stations around the world, play with Satellites, AND HOW MANY PEOPLE GET TO SAY "THEY CAN PLAY WITH            

METEORS."  

Read the eham.net article here: 

September’s Contests: 

http://www.work-sat.com/Home.html
http://www.ppraa.org/coqp
http://www.arkqsoparty.com
http://www.ospota.org
http://www.arrl.org/september-vhf
http://www.ncjweb.com/sprint-rules.pdf
http://www.scqso.com
http://www.newenglandqrp.org/afield
http://www.ncjweb.com/sprint-rules.pdf
http://www.cq-amateur-radio.com
http://www.txqp.net
http://www.vrcmct.org
http://www.k2dll.net
http://www.cararadioclub.org
http://www.qsl.net/riafmrs/Auction.html
http://www.w2egb.org
http://www.swapfest.us
http://www.nearc.net
http://www.near-fest.org
http://www.eham.net/articles/34745


The Olden Days 
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Starting out as a high school age ham in the sixties (1960’s) was a mixed blessing. Entry into the world of “hamdom” was such 

that just about everyone started out with the novice test and the mandatory 5 wpm code test. It brought crystal controlled CW 

privileges with a maximum input power of 75 watts. Not a big deal because most high school kids making $1.25 per hour work-

ing part time could not afford a “phone” rig- never mind the new single sideband rigs; even if you held a conditional or general 

class license. 

Numerous manufacturers such as Heath, Hallicrafters, World Radio Labs, and Eico sold “affordable” factory built and kit equip-

ment to get you on the air. Parts weren’t usually a big deal in the Springfield area. There was Springfield Radio, Soundco, Del 

Padre Supply, T.F. Cushing, Sydlee Electronic Supply, Industrial Components, and Signal Electronics as suppliers of electronic 

parts. Many of them had an area devoted to ham equipment. Oh yeah, there was Lafayette Radio located at the X. Just about all 

of these suppliers had parts/equipment suitable for ham use. When I could scrounge a ride, there was a trip to Hatry’s  in Hart-

ford, Ct.  

John Meshna, Fair Radio, Allied Radio, Olsen Electronics, Burstein Appleby, and everybody’s favorite---Radio Shack were just 

some of the mail order houses which carried all kinds of goodies. Every neighborhood had a local tv repair shop which was a 

good source of parts also. An old color tv chassis and a few sweep tubes provided the major  parts for a cw transmitter or small 

linear amplifier. 

Ham related publications provided via QST, CQ, Ham Radio, 73, and Popular Electronics yielded plenty of information for any 

aspect within the hobby.  

Many of you can’t relate to the above. Back then, Kenwood, Icom, and Yaesu were unheard of. Two meters was something you 

had on the front of a linear amplifier. DSP wasn’t even an acronym --- the closest thing was the analog signal processor located 

between your ears. 

Good or bad-each era has its advantages and disadvantages. Change will continue. Parts are harder to find. The local electronic 

supplier is now a mail order house. The “Yellow Sheets” have now turned into internet sites.  

No agenda here.  Just a trip down nostalgia lane. One thing that does not change is the comradiere amongst hams.  

By Gent Lam  WA1CQF 

HCRA’s raffle this year is for a Kenwood TS-590SG! 
It’s that time for the Hampden 

County Radio Associations 

(HCRA) annual raffle. This year the 

board of directors wanted to raffle 

off a 100w base station transceiver. 

The Kenwood TS-590SG ($1700 

Retail) was the perfect choice be-

cause it’s a very excellent radio 

packed with features that rival radi-

os that cost much more. It’s an HF-

6M 100W with 32bit DSP that has 

excellent receiver according to 

Sherwood Engineering. Some of the 

features include:  Auto Tuner, On Screen CW decoding, HF and 6M Antenna Jacks, Programmable Functions, 500hz / 

2.7kHz Roofing Filters, DSP AGC, USB Port, Noise Reduction, Down Conversion. 

       

HCRA has printed 250 tickets. Due to the price of the item, HCRA has put a limit on the minimum amount of tickets that 

can be sold before the raffle is allowed to take place. If the minimum amount has been reached, the item will be raffled at 

the Mount Tom Amateur Repeater Association’s Ham Fest in 2016. We’re asking $10 for each ticket. 

Tickets will be available at HCRA meetings, VE Sessions at Holyoke Medical Center, Field Day, Selected area               

Hamfest/Fleamarkets and through the board of directors. 

http://www.sherweng.com/table.html
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1) Name: Juergen Malner 

2) Town:  Westfield 

3) Callsign: NV1Q 

4) Previous Callsigns: DK1TM; W1/DK1TM; AB1SU; VK5AIR 

5) License Class: EXTRA 

6) Main station equipment: YAESU FT-5000 & YEASU QUADRA SYSTEM (1kW Linear)  The antenna is a 

 Cushcraft X7 (7-El. Beam) 

7) Favorite Band(s): I have no favorite bands. Whatever is open for working DX. 

8) Favorite Mode(s): SSB & CW.  Recently I am enjoying working RTTY. 

9) Year you were first licensed and license class: 1967 

10)  How did you become interested in amateur radio? I was a radio operator in the German Air Force. 

11) What are some of your favorite aspects of the hobby? Being a ham for so many hears, I still enjoy the thrill of 

 talking to some remote places in the world and chasing DX stations. 

12) What is your most memorable experience in the hobby? While I was driving though the Andes of Argentina, I saw 

 this house with a big antenna on a mountain site.  I stopped mycar and went to the house and introduced myself. The 

 owner showed me his station and allowed me to operate his radio. I worked several stations in the US and Germany.  

 He also offered me some wine to lubricate my voice.  

13) If different from the above question, what was your most memorable contact on the radio?  I had a contact 

 with a Ham in South Africa. We spoke German and his German sounded like it was his native language. I asked him 

 where he is from in Germany.  He replied that he had never been to Germany and that he was brought up in a German 

 community in South Africa. We had a long QSO after that where he explained everything in more details. 

 

14) What do you feel ham radio operators must do to help ensure the future of the hobby?  Stay active and try to get 

 more young people interested in the hobby.  

HCRA Member’s Profile 

This month’s member profile is Juergen Malner NV1Q. Juergen has 

stepped  up to be our Treasurer for the 2015/2016 season. If you have 

been watching the HCRA’s ClubLog page, you would see that Juergen is 

at the top, where he has 245 DXCC contacts, Jim Mullen is 2nd with 222, 

23 behind Juergen 

The Amateur Radio Parity Act of 2015:   

S -1685/HR -1301 

The ARRL has announced that they expect the US House Bill HR-1301 will have 100 co-

sponsors when congress returns after it’s summer break. Currently there is only 1 Con-

gressmen from Massachusetts, District #2 James McGovern. District #1 (Where most of 

the HCRA resides.) Richard Neil has yet to sign on. It is time for us to step up and get 

involved. You can find more information on getting involved here. 

Senate Bill S-1685 currently has only 2 co-sponsors: Sen Roger Wicker of Mississippi , 

and Sen Richard Blumenthal  of Connecticut. 

http://www.arrl.org/amateur-radio-parity-act
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Hampden County Radio Association 

P.O. Box 562 

Agawam, MA 01030-0562 

Here is your exciting copy 
of Zero Beat! 


